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an expression of 
ane of the ‘people of 


= sy wwe rom 
_.°-} New-York City’ conéerning the Union, and 
.| those featares of the Slavery agitation which 


threaten its peace. ‘There was a good deal 
said, undoubtedly, which would not command 
many things, certainly, to which 
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posed to bind anybody but the individuals who’ 
uttered: them. We. presume,” moreover, that 


| few persons in any section will suppose that 
ts >} Mr. O'Conor uttered the general’ sentiment of 
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the North, or even of New-York City, or of the 
meeting which he’ was addressing, when he 


| argued in support of Slavery as.a desirable in- 
A stitution ; or that Judge Dean’s. demand for a 


hanging of Abolitionists; atid his parti- 


san resdlution about the pending -struggle for 
| Speaker: in Congress, would receive the unani- 


mous assent of the people for whom this meet- 
ing assumedto speak... - 
‘But thegeneral drift of the saieestiane _ 


; speeches, letters and resolutions,—was in har- 
5 ‘mony with public sentiment in this City. None 


of ‘the ‘addresses were:marked by special elo- 


} quence,—most of them were elaborate political 


estays,_rather than speeches appropriate to 
such an occasion. Ex-Gov. Hunt ‘rehearsed 
the political history of the country, and urged 
moderation and. the calm exercise of reason 
and judgment in the politi¢al’ struggles of the 
‘day. Gen. Dix dwelt upom the responsibility 
“of public_men whose doctrines léad to such in- 
- vesions:as that at, Harper’s Ferry, and drew a 
pictare of the ruin in which a dissolution of the 
Union would involve this City and the country 
at large. Mr. Taarrzr -made, perhaps, the 
sharpest and most practical speech of the 
evening, though the tenor of its argument will 
be. contested by the Republicans. . He insisted 
that any party Which miakes opposition to Slav- 
ery the basis of. its action; must, now_that.the 


‘} territorial controversy is settled, run into Abo- 


..{litionism, and: make war upon the institutions 
+ and the rights of the Southern States. ; 










» The remedies suggested by the several 
speakers naturally took their complexion from 


their party affinities. The Democrats looked 


to, the overthrow of the Republicans ;—Gov. 
Honr and Mr. Tuayzr to the formation of a 
new party, composed of National men, which 


-} should hold the balance of power between the 
.| Democracy and the Republicans. ‘The Resolu- 


tions,—except some .absurd misstatements in, 
the historical preamble,-—are sensible, and re- 
he meeting, . Tow ihe fra f th - 
ramers of them came 

> suppose that ‘the Constitution “decreed a 
government of ‘slavehdlding’ and non-slave- 


“ Ngee or recognized any sucii® dis- 


oe or eee 


CET 


tinction, it is not easy to conjecture. | 

The influence of the meeting will, doubtless, 
be hostile to the Republican Party, partly from 
the fact that the teachingsand endeavors of 
that party were represented as leading directly 


s.'| to the invasion of Souther rights, and’ partly 
wel ‘from. the fact thet the Repubjiean-organs have 


‘assumed this result‘in advance, and have la- 


ble | bored, therefore, to. make it cértain. But.aside 





from all party’ considerations, the meeting ‘is 
entitled to respect, at the South as well as the 
North, as an expression of public sentiment in 
this City onthe subject of the Union, and the 
influences that tend: to disturb its peace. It 
might, in our judgment, under wiser auspices, 


|} have been made vastly more influential towards 


this result ;—but even as it is, it ought to dis- 
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he Tribune what we consider “ Northern sec: 


” We should have given our neigh- 
important information long ago, if we 

‘had supposed he was really anxious for it.» We 
regarded his catechism as rather 
a chirrupping kind of rhétorical habit, then‘as 


} indicating any special desire to know. our 
3 -| Views :—if we have hitherto, been “dumb as 


a oyater,” on this. subject, it has 

2 merely because -we “underrated .the 
: of our neighbor's hunger .and thirst 
rd te our sentiments, Besides, it seemed 
us to expound our views on. section- 


it for his behoof. 
Northern sectionalism, then, in of 
consists in a steady, deliberate 


the part of politicians, pentane 
newspapers, to incite the people of the North fo: 


@ crusade, either of arms or of er ae 


ther Slavery as it exists in“ the Southern 
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our j be promoted by further response, | 


‘We frequently permit it to pass in silence. We} 


perceive that this is treated as a serious griev- | 


ance by our neighbor,-and that’ he protests 
vehemently against thé practice. . But. he fails 


to convince us of its impropriety,and. in. spite 
of his protest. we shall. he very likely to-¢on- 


tinue it, 
ee 


The Rights of Public Meetings. _ 
The attempt which has been made in Phila- 


delphia, and which finds. countenance. -with 


some organs of opinion even here in New York, 
to establish the doctrine that the fact .thatia 
meeting is: a “public: meeting,” entitles ‘any 
number of. ‘persons, however small, who disap- 
prove of the object for which it is-held, to cre-. 


_ ate such a distarbance at it as may prevent the 


speakers from being heard, possesses a signifi- 
cance quite independent: of: the occasion which 
has given rise to the discussion.’ .One does not 


need to think either well or illof Joun Baownor | the 
| his sympathisers, in order to make up one’s mind 


about the “law” of public meetings, as‘laid 
down by Counsellor Inqensou. the ‘other day 


in Philadelphia, or‘more récently in this City | J 


by Counselor Lanocgus. . Neither Waypr1 
Puitiirs’ loyalty to the Union, nor Dr. 
Cuxxver's mild-manners have happily any- 
thing to do with the question which: those 
who sought to disturb Mr. Curtis’ lécture, and 


those who attempted to break up:the. Brown-: 


ite meeting at the Cooper Institute,have placed 
before the public. ‘They seek to. lay down a 
rule which is just.as applicable to a missionary 
meeting as a meeting of rank: Abolitionists ; 
and a rule which in our opinion is not simply 
absurd, but the mere promulgation of which in 
a country where the rules of public discussion 
are generally. .so well . understood . as _-in 
ours, reflects discredit on us_all.. Anybody 
who met with it without knowing who were 
its authors, would certainly give the credit of 
inventing: it..to. newly liberated . Tuscans. or 
Neapolitans; reveling in the luxury of express- 
ing either censure or applause without a signal 
from a police officer, and with about as clear 
notions, of a ‘“ meeting’ es a. Chinaman has of 
the British Parliament. 

With all due respect for the legal gentlemen 
who have pledged their professional reputation 
in support of the legal rights of hissers, we 
have no hesitation in asserting that every 
man has-the legal right to go to a public meet- 
ing and propose or second an amendment 
to any of the resolutions, if he thinks fit; and 


_4o° speak in support of it, if necessary, under 


the niling of the Chair, and to have it put and 
voted on, He may aleo express either his ap- 
probation.or disapprobation of what the speaker 
has: last. said, at) reasonable length and with 
reasonable emphasis, either by clapping: or 
hissing, or any other of the modés ordinarily 
in‘use ;. but. having expressed it so as to make 
his ‘meaning clear, he must stop and-let the 
orator resume. The right of the audience to 
express approval or disapproval is just as. es- 
sential an’incident:of free speech as the right 
of the orator to talk.. But the right to hiss 
and «make--an uproar, so that the whole pro- 
ceedings in a lawful public) assembly. shall be 
brought'to an end, is no more & right of any 
manor body of men than the right to enter 
and ‘disperse .it by force... When anybody at- 
tends.a. public meeting,.he does not commit 
himself to an approval of the objects for which 
it is held, but his very presence does create an 
implied obligation on his. part to abide by the 


tales mialiienes by> the majority for its regu- 


© ‘to bol aay ofr doctrine upon the rights 
the ‘audience in large gather- 
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are producing. Itis a doctrine which 
would, in a, City like’ours, place ‘any meeting, 
‘no matter how praiseworthy its object, or how 
-respectable its supporters; at the mercy of any 
half-dozen bullies or blackguards. who might 
choose to invade it. There is ‘hardly any 
meeting held of which somebody does: not 
strongly. disapprove. Catholics hold Protest- 
ant meetings in abhorrence ; Tammany holds 
Frrnanno Woop’s ; the Republicans : those of 
the Democracy, —in the same estimation. . If 
it were the legal right of any three or four 
persons, who consider a meeting objectionable 
to.attend it, and hiss and stamp, and yell so 
that no speeches. can. be, maade, we should 


On , 


: 
‘and. . 


country at large, | it is useless. uaanerh 
any other way. “The day on which any 0 
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them is driven from the.field by the logic of} 
prime cae yt pT aa ean igen ca 


himself and his pani ~~ 


Judge Cixnxs, in AS tn i 


ject which bears very closely upon that | 
most momentous of all themes under discus- 


“University Law School on Tuesday evening, on - 
The Marriage Relation,” touched upon a sub- f' 


sion at the present-day, “The Futare of the } ' 


Working Classes.” Th the cotrsé of his very. 
proper panégyric’ on Matrimony, his Honor 
administered one. more rebuke to the much- 
abused Mr. Mattnus, and added the sanction 


ioe Mca fot Dentin Jee eomansaes 
‘our species. is oné of }. 


multiplication . of 
man’s chief duties, and that any theories” 
which propose to restrain him in the discharge 


of it-are not simply. erroneous, but impious. | . Fr 


Judge Crxrxe is, of course; an authority upon 
the’ legal. pointe discussed in his able 
lecture, but’ we ‘cannot help saying that 
when he -undertook to ‘reprehend 


and preach up large families, he did not give | Po 


either to the doctrines of Matravus,or to the 


advantages of prolifie population, the exami-. 


nation which they. merit: Maurnvus, as has 
been over and over shown, promulgated noth- 
ing but the simple historical fact, that under 


the favorable. circumstances of civilization) 
: population increases in a greater ratio than the 


production of food. Improvements in agricul- 
ture, and the reclamation of waste lands, will, 
of course, 
come to the quantity of food annually produced 
for human use ; but.there.is a point at which 
this increase must cease. 

The fertility of the earth does not. increase 
in proportion to the labor and ingenuity ex- 
pended.on the.soil By simply doubling the 
force of manure, and doubling the care in cul- 
tivation, one cannot:go on doubling the crop. 
There comes at last a point beyond which 
nature cannot be forced—at which no. effort of 
science, will extract another bushel of wheat 
or ebuattind tists the ache those diate’ land 
in the world; and. we need: hardly -say that, 
wars, famines and pestilences apart, there 
may be expected to come a time, in the’ ordi- 
nary course of things; when: there will not be 


add.. enormously for @ long time ‘to'| 





Our belief ee 
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an acre of soil. on the earth’s surface which } 


will not be miade to yield all that the best cul- 
tivation can make it’yield. 


All this. is undeniable as hypothesis, and we ; 


doubt if any of the thousands of worthy people 
who have declaimed against Maravs, ever 
thought of denying it. But it happens, unfor- 
tunately, that the human species knows no 
such limit to its reproductive power. . There is 
no reason in the known law of physiology, and 
no ground in past experience, for believing that 
it may not go on increasing in its present ratio 
‘as long as it can find subsistence. 

There never will be any obstacle to the 
maintenance of the present ayerage of three 
or four children: to a family. In- fact, the 
whole theory’ may be “expressed in “ the 
formula, that while . food. ever. increases 
in an arithmetical ratio, population increases 


‘in a geometrical ratio. ~The inference is 


one which nobody who knows what an in- 
ference is, can avoid—namely, that there will 
at last, barring the occurrence of disturb- 
ing causes, such a8 destructive wars or: pesti- 
lence, come & time when the annual supply of 
food yielded by the earth will not ‘meet the 
wants of the human: species crowded upon it, 
even when reduced to the poorest scale of 
diet. That this period is very: remote, does’ 
not in the least militate’ against the correct- 
ness of the theory, and to scold Maxruvus for 
publishing it, simply because its tendency may 
be'to make weak brethren think large families 
undesirable, is about as reasonable as to find 
fault with Tortoziu1; because the falling of the 
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Legislatures, expressing opinions hostile to 
Slavery. and to. the Fugitive Slave. law :—but 
we need not remind our Southern 


raries that these resolves ‘have no legal validi- | 


ty, and are usually intended to “have no effect: 


beyond influencing some local election. They. es 
are generally proposed for party purposes, and |. 


reson gee purely from ‘party mo- 


examination and the report which it reeom- 
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‘mends. It will elicit information of the utmoat | gr arf 


importance upon what: is just now the great 


topic of interest in the Southern States. «We | 


are not only’,willing, but desirous, “that. tle” Bar 


whole extent of Northern wrong should be ex- | 
posed to the South and the whole country. big § 
there is. such & volume of. Northern. : 


hostile to Southern’ interests -and : Southern | ; 


rights, let it:’be set forth... It will do both ‘sec- 
tions good to be enlightened as to the precise 
scope and extent of their mutual hostility. We 
hope the Virginia will order and 


barometer may cause Mr. —— = veined ; 


yachting excursion. .- 


Though it is 
whet the ‘whole, carth-wili hp pot peo- 


pled that the supplies of took EE | short, .|.2hov 


ce Fe 


4) Of the. earth: For him these sources of 
up | @bundance are -as if. they did not exist. Ua- 
‘esa he can reach fhem:they do not in-thelesst | 
| affect his condition, and we know that in the 
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